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“2016: a Year of Renewal” 
 

2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

As we studied Exodus 16 together last fall, we reflected on the Israelites fleeing from Egypt and 
traveling in the wilderness for 40 years.  As they entered the desert, they were without food or water.  
They became anxious about how they would survive and started complaining.  Even though the Lord 
had freed them from the Egyptian oppression and slavery, the Israelites did not seem to trust that the 
Lord would also provide for their needs as He brought them into the desert.  Yet, God did provide.  
God rained down manna each morning for the Israelites – providing food, giving them instruction, and 
helping them survive the journey He intended for them.  The Israelites had “just enough” food every 
day.  This caused the Israelites to be fully dependent on the Lord and rely on Him daily.  As we applied 
this lesson to our own lives, we were reminded that the Lords provision is always “just enough” and 
right on time.  We can rest in the Lord’s promises to us and trust that He will meet even our most 
difficult physical and spiritual needs.   

1 Chronicles 29:14 says, “Everything we have has come from You, and we give You only what You 
first gave us.”  This verse will be the foundation for this year’s stewardship campaign which kicks-off 
on Sunday, October 30th.  It builds upon the lessons of provision and dependence we learned last 
year, and challenges us to reflect on how God is the source for everything we have. 

Included in this packet is a Faith Promise Card for you to pray over and return, indicating your financial 
commitment for the 2017 calendar year.  You may cut off the right-hand portion of the Faith Promise 
Card as a reminder for your records.  Please return your Faith Promise Card in the attached sealed 
envelope by placing it in the offering plate during worship or by directly mailing it to the church office 
anytime from November 6th through November 20th.   

Therefore, we hope to receive all the Faith Promise Cards by November 20th, which 
will be Consecration Sunday.   

As you prayerfully consider your Faith Promise amount for 2017, we ask you that you also remember 
the need for consistently honoring this commitment throughout next year.  We share this because our 
Financial Secretary has noticed that several of the 2016 Faith Promises have not been received as 
the cards indicated, either in frequency or amount.  The Finance Committee is currently working to 
finalize the 2017 budget and uses these Faith Promises as estimates for what the church may 
realistically be able to cover in expenses through anticipated giving.  We truly thank each of you for 
the significance you place on this process; it will help our church prepare for the upcoming calendar 
year. 

We are grateful for your partnership in this effort and for the generosity you continue to display to 
Davison UMC, its ministries and our community.  As God provides abundantly for us, we can faithfully 
promise to share His blessings with others in need! 
 

~ The Stewardship Team 

      Davison UMC MESSENGER 

                                                           Rev. Kevin Miles, Pastor  
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Opportunities and Reminders  

October 29 Trunk or Treat  Fellowship Hall and church parking lot 
October 30 –  
    November 6   Family Promise host week  see just below for more details 
November 9  UMW Book Club will meet Wednesday at 6pm in the library. We will be discussing No! I Don't 

Want to Join a Book Club by Virginia Ironside. Contact Cindy Marko at 
810.210.7510 or cindymarko@gmail.com with questions. Please bring cereal 
for donation to DUMC Food Pantry. New readers and drop-ins welcome! 

November 11  UMM Pasty 6:00 PM    Preparation for Baking 
November 12  UMM 6:00 AM– Bake and package 
November 13  HandS will dine at MacPhee’s in Ortonville.  Meet in the parlor after second service to share rides. 
  Food Pantry: Sort and Pack food pantry items – Fellowship Hall see page 6 
 Turkeys for Thanksgiving – see these details, also on page 6 
November 16/17 – see page 6 for Food Distribution help needed 
November 20  Consecration Sunday for pledge drive 

Adopt-a-Families names ready 
December 4 UMW Christmas Bazaar 

  
 

 
 
Family Promise 
Our next hosting opportunity starts next week, Sunday 

October 30.  A few volunteers are still needed for several 

positions… please see the sign-up sheet in lobby.  If you 

haven’t had a chance to contribute your time and heart to 

this wonderful opportunity – please talk to someone who 

has. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

FINANCE SUMMARY    Budgeted Unbudgeted __YTD Total 
    Thru September 2016  Income               $29,480.26  $2,380.33 $310,480.39 
     Expense               $20,079.92  $3,545.38 $393,003.83  
 

    Checkbook Balance             $66,786.05 
    Debt      $37,415.07 
 

Tya Tallieu, Church Treasurer 
   

tel:810.210.7510
mailto:cindymarko@gmail.com
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“Continuing Transitions” 
 

At our 2015 Church Conference, we “turned a corner” into a new future for ministry 

by committing to simplify our organizational structure.  This is intended to free up 
people from an overly burdensome administrative focus to greater involvement in 

actual hands-on ministry.  Progress has been slow, but you will notice by looking at 
our proposed 2017 Leadership Team that we have moved forward in our efforts.  The 

model we are using will require more refining for our particular use as a congregation 
in 2017.  Our hope is to complete the transition by the Church Conference next year. 

In December 2015, I met with a small group of persons [enticed by a free breakfast!] 

and explained what I believed was needed for Davison UMC to position itself for long-

term growth and health.  These 7-people formed what I have dubbed the “Lead Team” 
– Ben Baker, Marsha Wagner, Jerry Knoodle, Susan Pollard, Doug Pearce, Amanda 

Snider and Aaron Snider.  We have been meeting approximately 2 times each month 
during 2016 to examine our current state of ministry, discover cultural trends and 

community needs, and present our findings and recommendations to the Church 

Council. 
Recently, Council has agreed to utilize a congregation-wide survey as a tool for 

gathering your input on what priorities and passions you personally have for our 
church as we seek to serve the community and share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

Please consider this survey a very important means of helping us know your heart 
for why you make Davison UMC your church – and what you believe are the vital 

ways we touch other people with the love of God…now and in the future.  We truly 
want—and need—to hear from you!! 

I would be missing a crucial element of our year if I neglected to mention the 
major transition we have experienced with our church staff.  Job transfers and 

retirements caused 4 staff positions to be vacated in a 3-month period!  We should 
all commend the Staff-Parish Relations Committee for diligently seeking to fill those 

openings in an expedient manner – which they completed as of September 30!  
Special thanks to Ben Baker for filling in as our interim music director/praise team 

leader/accompanist.  We appreciate Ben offering his musical skills to help the staff 

hiring process as well. 
In light of these significant transitions, we might also ask ourselves, “What is God 

up to in all these changes?  What is His plan and purpose for such abrupt and drastic 
moves?”  I don’t have the answers to these questions, but I am confident the Lord 

will reveal it to us as we seek His counsel, guidance and timing.  He alone knows the 
plans He has for us…He calls us to wait patiently and prayerfully for His will to be 

made known.  Please join me in prayer and renewed commitment to God’s Kingdom 
work as we transition into the year 2017!! 

 

Pastor Kevin  
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October 9, 2016 

 

Dear Friends, 

In light of recent and ongoing developments on various levels of the United Methodist 

Church around the issue of human sexuality, I have come to the realization I can no longer 

continue in active pastoral ministry.  So it is with a heavy heart that I have submitted my 

request to retire effective June 30, 2017.  Hopefully, this will give the SPRC sufficient time 

to consult with the Bishop and District Superintendent on appointing your next pastor. 

My wife Cathee and I are in agreement on the reasons and timing for this decision.  We 

continue to move forward in planning for this next chapter of our lives with excitement and 

anticipation.  We are confident the Lord has more Kingdom work for us in the years ahead. 

Please know of our love and appreciation for the privilege of serving as your pastoral family.  

We count you as friends and partners in ministry, and we are grateful for your support as we 

all experience yet another transition.  We trust you will join us in renewing our commitment 

to grow in our personal Christian faith – and to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

God bless you! 

Pastor Kevin Miles 

 
 

 

P RAYERs and THANK YOUs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Sunday School & Youth pop bottle return slips collection 
totaled $12.00 for October.   Thank you for your continued 
assistance in supporting Abia in Africa! 
 
 - Ms. Patty, Ms. Cindy & Sunday school kids 
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UMW NOVEMBER 2016 

MESSENGER 

GOD BLESS DUMC and Davison United Methodist’s Wonder Women!                                  
BETSY’S BAZAAR has become a staple activity of our church, producing greatly needed funds which are forward to 

Missions. “So how do you get so many to participate?” And we were asked recently, “What do you do to make the 

amount you do?” 

All I can think is: 

 #1. Pray a lot, #2.  Commit the time, #3.  Believe in the Power of Dedication and, #4 Pray s’more! The dedication 

to the process by our Bazaar leaders year after year, and their belief that Betsy LIVES, plus the dedicated support 

of our church family with their help, attendance and purchases (and a few Baptists thrown in for good measure) 

keeps Betsy thriving. Thank You, dear hearts, and Good People….  Betsy’s heart beats strong! 

LADIES FUN NIGHT was just that… loads of fun with over 20 gals learning some of the facts and foibles of our 

Presidents and their First Ladies. Jamie and Gina came over with Hospice and Bereavement information from 

Heartland Health. Thank you all who supported the night….and to Book Club for the great beverages! GIRLS JUST 

GOTTA HAVE FUN now and again!                                                                                                                                                                                                

JOT THESE IN YOUR PLANNERS: 

Book Circle is open to all.  The read for this month is “No! I Don't Want to Join a Book Club” by Virginia Ironside.  

Second Wednesday of the month, in the Library, @ 6:00pm. Bring 2 boxes of cereal for the Food Pantry…. 

November 15th….   1:00pm  Executive Meeting  only 

PREVIEWS OF COMING EVENTS 

December 4th …. Christmas Bazaar in the Fellowship Hall 

December 13th…. 12:00pm…. Memorial/Installation/Salad Potluck for all UMW Women 

Hostess: Secretaries  

As the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays fast approach, let’s remember our church’s commitment to feed and 

assist our Davison community again this year.  We would like to supply families with Turkeys and food bags this 

Thanksgiving, and again at Christmas.  

Which also brings to mind, ADOPT A FAMILY.  The need seems to grow each year, DOESN’T IT?  

So, as your heart so moves you, we hope you will answer God’s call in whatever fashion you are able. 

This year, before anything else … GIVE  THANKS 

         Blessings and Love,   

Pat and Marsha 
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DUMC Food Pantry 
It has been a very blessed and busy year for our church pantry.  At this point, we have served 30+ more 
families than last year.  The need for food and clothing is ever increasing in our own community.  With 
that, the holidays are fast approaching, which means the busiest time of year for our church pantry.   As 
a result, there are several opportunities to volunteer and/or donate.   
 

 Look for the Meijer grocery bags near the decorated 
pantry cart in the lobby.  On it, you will find a list of 
paper/personal items needed to go along with our 
Thanksgiving food distribution.  Take a bag, fill it up, 
and return it to the cart by November 13. 
 

 Help us pack and sort the paper/personal items right 
after second service on November 13.  It only takes an 
hour or so to complete. 
 

 The Eastern Michigan Food Bank will deliver 50 Holiday 
Food Boxes to our church lobby on November 16 at 
9:30am. We need a few able-bodied volunteers to help 
handle and move the 50# boxes as well as 50 bags of 
onions, potatoes, and frozen meat.  This may take an 
hour or two at the most. 
 

 Distribution of Holiday food Boxes will take place on November 17.  This will take place from about 
9am-2pm.  We need volunteers to check families in, hand out VG’s turkey vouchers, and help them 
wheel food out to their vehicles.  No need to commit to the entire day.  We can do this in shifts. 

 

 Adopt-a-Family names will be available on November 20 for anyone looking to get a jump on 
Christmas shopping a little earlier this year.  We will be supporting 40 Davison School families this 
year. 
 

 
Note:  We will NOT be collecting turkeys this year.  Instead, we are purchasing turkey Vouchers from 
Davison VG’s.  Each family will receive a voucher for a free 12-16# turkey from VG’s. This saves us having 
to handle, and store, 40 or more frozen turkeys. Monetary donations are always welcome to help 
defray some of the cost of the vouchers. 
 
Contact Beth Powell 810-742-0126 if interested in helping.  Thank you for helping to make the holidays 
a little brighter for those in our own community! 
 
DUMC Pantry Team 

Help Needed 
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METHODIST MEN'S GROUP 
Fall has arrived and God's paintbrush is very evident in the annual fall splendor of autumn leaves. It also 
means it is Fall Pasty Time! You still have two weeks left to order your delicious pasties. Orders will be 
taken Sunday October 30th and again on Sunday November 6th. You can call Jerry Knoodle to place your 
order 810-569-8068 or email Jerry at rbike47@aol.com .  You can pick up pasties on Sunday November 
13th. 
 
Volunteers are needed for a few hours Friday Nov 11 from 6 pm to 8 pm and again on Saturday from 6 
am to about 2 pm. If you can spare a few hours on either day it would be very appreciated . All men are 
invited. You will have fun and help support many ministries supported by the men’s club.  
 
SPECIAL REQUEST!     
We are in need of a pickup truck owner to pick up the cooler trailer on Saturday morning and return it 
Sunday after second service when pasties are picked up. The trailer is located in Millington.  If you can 
help us on this please call or email Jerry. 
 
The next regular meeting of the mens club will be Thursday November 10th, 6:30 pm in the parlor. All are 
welcome to join us for devotions , Christian fellowship and dessert.  
 
Looking for ways to serve God 
 
DUMM 
 

 

MISSIONs 
Health and School Kit Supplies heading to UMCOR – Thank you

 

mailto:rbike47@aol.com
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PARISH NURSE MESSENGER ARTICLE       NOVEMBER 2016 

Cold, Flu or Allergy? 

    Treatment depends on which you have. 

COMMON COLD 

 Symptoms last up to 2 weeks 

 Stuffy, runny nose, sore throat, cough 

 Treat with rest, fluids, over-the-counter (OTC) medications to ease symptoms. 

 

SEASONAL FLU 

 Symptoms usually last 1-2 weeks 

 High fever (100-102 F. or higher in children), headache, aches and pains, weakness, exhaustion, 

cough, and chest discomfort 

 Treat with rest, fluids, OTC medicines, prescription antiviral drugs. 

 

Airborne Allergy 

 Lasts while allergens (such as pollen, pet dander) continue to be present 

 Stuffy, runny nose, itchy watery eyes 

 Treat with antihistamines, decongestants, nasal steroids. 

 

Remember: colds and flu are caused by viruses and antibiotics should not be prescribed as they will not 

help.  

The best way to protect yourself from the germs that cause these infections is to wash your hands 

frequently. Wash for 20 seconds (the time it takes to sing “Row, row, row your boat”) and rub your 

hands together to create friction.  Remember to get your flu and pneumonia shots NOW as it takes a 

few weeks to build up immunity.  

Blood pressure screening will be November 20th between services and after second service on basement 

level. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

                                    Margaret E. Diener RN FCN Parish Nurse 
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Christian Education Hosts a Love Feast 

Join in the potluck celebration on November 11th, at 6:00 P.M.  as we Celebrate a meal together! 

Those interested in participating can sign up on the lobby bulletin board and include the dish you 

plan to bring. All are welcome, invite your friends and neighbors! From the Book of Worship: 

“The Love Feast, or Agape Meal, is a Christian fellowship meal recalling the meals Jesus shared 

with disciples during his ministry and expressing the koinonia (community, sharing, fellowship) 

enjoyed by the family of Christ.” Hope to see you in Fellowship Hall for this wonderful gathering. 

 

 

NEW STUDY – A Prayer of Thanksgiving: Seeking the Presence of God 

This study will be held in Havens Chapel Saturday, November 5th, 12th, and 19th at 10:30 A.M. “Open up the 

riches of the church’s faith to the faithful” that’s what Belief Matters aims to do and that’s what Ken Loyer 

accomplishes in his book. Study sign up on the lobby bulletin board or contact Patty Woodside 653-5272 ext. 

205. 

Advent Study Sent begins Sunday, November 27th in Havens Chapel for adults at 6:00 P.M. 

Please sign up on the lobby bulletin board so materials can be ordered. Children will also be 

included during Children’s Church “As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them …” John 

17:18  

 

The Sunday school classes and children’s church will not meet November 27th, Thanksgiving 

weekend 
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November/December 2016 Youth Schedule 

Issued 10/22/16 

(schedule subject to change) 

 

Contact Cindy Marko at 810.210.7510 
With Questions or for more info and to let me know you will be there! 

 
 

November: 
 

11/6, Sunday, 6:00pm-7:30pm: Youth Group,        
Topic: Prayer & Intimacy with God, Part 1 
 

11/13, Sunday, 6:00pm-7:30pm: Youth Group,  
Topic: Prayer & Intimacy with God, Part 2 

 
11/20, Sunday, 6:00pm-7:30pm: Youth Group,  
Topic: Prayer & Intimacy with God, Part 3 

 
11/27, Sunday: NO Youth Group…Thanksgiving weekend!  

     
 

 

December: 
 

12/4, Sunday, 4:30pm-7:30pm (time may change): Youth Group: Journey to Bethlehem & dinner  

 

12/11, Sunday, 5:00pm-7:30pm: Christmas Program 

 

12/18, Sunday, Time TBD: Youth Group Christmas Party 

 

12/25, Sunday:  CHRISTMAS!!!!    
 

 
 
Free Unicycling Lessons: Wednesday’s & Friday’s, 6pm-8pm 
 Learn a new skill! 
 Contact Mike Hall or Cindy Marko for more info 
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Note: 
Our Youth Group remembered 9/11 by discussing what happened that fateful day; our freedom to be 
Christians, and that there are areas in the world where people do not have the freedom to practice their 
beliefs and often face imprisonment, harm, or death. After our discussion and with sample phrases provide, 
the youth wrote letters to persecuted Christians.  Letters were then sent to Open Doors USA for distribution 
to persecuted Christians around the world. We hope these letters brighten their world. 
 

 

 
 

Letters to Persecuted Christians 
 
Dear friend,  

I would like to let you know that I’m praying for you. I am thankful, and amazed by your 

courage to stay strong in the Lord, despite ongoing persecution. I pray the eyes, ears and 

hearts of those who persecute you may open to Jesus. The Lord is your shepherd and He 

will be with you. I hope you are able to feel the present of Christ with you today. You are 

fighting a good fight. May you keep your great faith, and encourage others to learn about 

Jesus. Know that you are loved always by Him, and you are never alone. I will continue to 

pray for your safety, well-being, and your faith. Know the Lord is watching out for you. 

Love, your friend, 

Charlie 

 

Dear Friend, 

I thank god for your faithfulness. I pray for your safety and future, as well as your 

well- being. Your present trials proclaim your faith. Stay strong, I pray you feel the 

arms of Jesus surround you. Your struggle does not go unnoticed. I urge you to 

never stop fighting, have faith in God and his love for his children. Proverbs 3:3-4 

says, “Don’t let loyalty and faithfulness leave you. Bind them on your neck; write 

them on the tablet of your heart. Then you will find favor and approval in the eyes of 

God and humanity.” I pray you will feel the presence of Christ with you today. There 

is a better place awaiting for you, look to it and never stray. 

Your friend, 

Carlee 

 

Dear friend, 

I want to let you know that you are being prayed for. My heart rejoices that you are strong in the Lord. No 

matter what, do not give up hope. I pray you feel the presence of Christ. 

Sincerely, 

Cy 

 
Dear Friend, 

I thank God for your faithfulness. We are praying for you. Your present trials 

proclaim your faith. I hope you’re well. 

Sincerely, 

Brandon 
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Dear friend, 

Blessed are you in the eyes of the Lord. Your present trials proclaim 

your faith. I pray you will feel the presence of Christ with you today. 

Sincerely, 

Kaden 

 

Hello, 

I hope you are having a nice day. My heart rejoices that you are strong in the Lord. 

May your light reveal the truth to others around you. 

Sincerely, 

Joshua 

 

Dear friend, 

I gave thanks for you when I heard of your faith in Lord Jesus. I’m so glad that you believe 

in Him. He brings so many good things but sometimes it takes a while for it to come. I 

thank you that you are standing with Him, praising Him, and praying to Him. We are so 

thankful for your presence in this world. My heart rejoices that you are strong in the Lord. I 

will pray for you. I will pray that your witness brings others to Christ. I’m proud in what you 

are doing. In Philippians 4:13 it says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 

me,” Also, as in Romans 10:13, “For whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord will be 

saved.” Or in Isaiah 40:31, “Yet, the strength of those who wait with hope in the Lord will 

be renewed. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and won’t become weary. 

They will walk and won’t grow tired.” “This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.” You are fighting a good fight. May you keep Faith and finish the race. We 

encourage you to take advantage of every opportunity to tell others about Jesus. Your 

present trials proclaim your faith. Your life exhibits the grace He has shown you. I pray you 

feel the arms of our Lord surrounding you. Keep looking to Jesus, our only hope of heaven. 

I pray you will feel the presence of Christ with you today. The Lord is your Shepherd and He 

will be with you. I thank God for your faithfulness. Let Jesus continue to guide your steps to 

eternal life. I pray the eyes, ears and hearts of those who persecute you may open to Jesus. 

Blessed are you in the eyes of the Lord. May your light reveal the truth to those around you. 

Love, 

Sophia 
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