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SPONSORS NEEDED FOR OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

We are considering something new at Davison UMC as we prepare to receive new members in 2016.   
We are looking for SPONSORS to help new members:  1) meet other church members and make new 
friends, perhaps during fellowship time or going out after church 2) find places they might get actively 
involved in ministry  3) become familiar with our church building  4) get answers to any questions they 
might have on “how church works” here at Davison UMC.  If you would be interested in being a sponsor 

for anyone joining our church, please contact the church office [810-653-5272] by December 31.   
 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ALERT! 
Anyone who is interested in becoming a member of Davison UMC is encouraged to check the “Wish to Join this 

Church” box on our Friendship Pad in worship.  Pastor will contact you about class requirements. 

 NOTE:  Classes will be scheduled early in 2016 on Sunday mornings during our Sunday School hour 

[9:4510:30am] 
 

CHRISTMAS  PARADE  HOSPITALITY   [December 5 – 11:00am1:00pm] 
Our Church Council recently agreed to offer hospitality to the community when families gather for the Davison 

Christmas Parade.  The plan is to open the church restroom facilities during the time of the parade festivities from 

11:00am to 1:00pm.  We need host teams to be present in our building in ½ hour shifts to greet guests and direct 

them to the restrooms; monitor basic restroom safety, cleanliness & supplies; and provide a small candy cane gift & 

information flyers/etc. about Davison UMC ministries.  If you are willing to SERVE AS A HOST TEAM MEMBER, during 

any of the half hour shifts, please contact the church office by December 3 so we make sure we have enough 

volunteers available to offer this ministry. 

 

Advent Study ---- A Different Kind of Christmas 
Pastor Kevin will lead an adult study during Sunday School hour [9:45-10:30].  Classes meet 
Dec. 6, 13 and 20. Come for some new perspectives on celebrating Christ’s birthday! 
 

 

Kids Against Hunger 
Davison UMC 2015  

Advent/Christmas Offering Project 
 
Kids Against Hunger has been designated as a Crossroads District Signature Ministry and Davison UMC joins 

with our District in this project. KAH is a hands-on-ministry opportunity for churches to serve, learn, fellowship, 

and participate with Christ in the fight against hunger as we package meals together. 

 

Our District goal is to raise $5600 – which will feed 20,000 hungry people.                                                           

 

In order for these events to take place, the District must raise the funds to purchase the food. We, at Davison UMC, 

will be part of this ministry through our Advent/Christmas giving opportunity. To designate this offering, simply 

place the word “Advent” in the memo line of your check or on your offering envelope. 
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Opportunities and Reminders  

December 2 – Mens Club  6pm – Parlor   details elsewhere 
December 5 – Downtown Davison Parade  11am  Our church will be open – see details on page 1 
             Childrens Pageant Practice  1pm – 2pm  
December 6 – HandS will lunch at Whitey’s in Davison due to the Cantata on December 13th.  
             Please join us for Christmas.   For carpooling if needed, please meet in the parlor after 2nd service. 

            Childrens Christmas Pageant –5pm Fellowship Hall  see details on page  7 
December 9 – UMC Book Club 6pm in the library. We will be discussing Wild by Sheryl Strayed. Contact  
             Cindy Marko at 810.210.7510 or cindymarko@gmail.com for questions.  New readers and drop-ins welcome! 
December 13 - DUMC Christmas Dinner and Musical 4:30pm/6:00 pm    A Feast of Carols 

December 17 - Adopt a Family and Christmas Food Distribution  
January 17-24 - Family Promise host week, new dates for 2016 – see page 5 
 
 

Get your tickets for Christmas Dinner  December 13 
No tickets needed for Musical  

 
 
 

Christmas Food and Adopt a Family  
We still have several families available for adoption.  The names will be available on Sundays through 
December  6 at the Adopt-a-Family table in the lobby.   Important dates: 

Dec 13    Deadline for bringing gifts to church 

Dec 15    Volunteers needed to help organize the gifts 

Dec 16    Volunteers needed to help unload holiday boxes from the Food Bank (time to be 
determined) 

Dec 17     Holiday box and gift distribution 9am-2pm 

When gifts are brought to church, they need to go on the tables outside the food pantry in the 
basement.  There will be signs above the tables.  Many thanks to all who have sponsored a family …  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCE REPORT    Budgeted Unbudgeted YTD Total 
October 2015  Income  $24,204.39    4,705.70 420,934.27 

Expense  $32,898.62   5,869.76 420,930.87  

  
    Checkbook Balance $76,657.18 
    Debt   $40,665.06 

Tya Tallieu, Church Treasurer 
   

tel:810.210.7510
mailto:cindymarko@gmail.com
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“2015:  A YEAR OF BLESSINGS” 

 

 

Giving Thanks In All Things 

Another Thanksgiving celebration is behind us and we are now rushing toward 

Christmas.  Too often Thanksgiving is just a blur in our fast-paced lifestyles.  Yet I 

am reminded of past holidays when giving thanks was a significant challenge for 

my faith.  In my very first church as a pastor, news came on Thanksgiving that a 

young man from that congregation had been tragically killed in an automobile 

accident.  A few years prior to that, while I was a seminary student in Kentucky, 

word came on Thanksgiving to the congregation we were attending that the 

pastor’s daughter had died in a similar accident.  These families went through deep 

grief over their devastating loss. 

 

The apostle Paul encourages us to “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).  Many people interpret 

this to be a command to be thankful for everything that comes their way, good and 

bad.  As a result, when tragedies occur some turn their backs on their faith and 

blame God for what happened.  But this is an incorrect understanding of Paul’s 

message.  We are instructed to give thanks IN all things, not FOR all things.  This 

seems like a very slight distinction until we look more closely at what it means in 

practical terms. 

 

Giving thanks FOR all circumstances compels us to adopt a false gratitude for pain 

and suffering, the very things Jesus came to relieve, not inflict.  It claims (falsely) 

that God is both good and evil, and we are to thank Him for the evil things that 

come into our lives.  With such a view of God, we would never know whether His 

evil nature or His good nature will prevail on any given day.  Giving thanks IN 

everything allows God to help us rise above our circumstances, our pain and our 

suffering.  We are enabled to see His grace and strength at work even in the most 

trying situations.  God’s love can shine through our darkest hours when we know 

His nature is always to be merciful and kind toward us. 

 

As people who have much for which to be thankful, let’s resolve to put away those 

twisted views of God that limit a proper sense of gratitude…even when we find it 

extremely difficult to give thanks.  Let us search for new ways of expressing the 

joy of abundant life that is ours through Jesus Christ.  And may our thanks-giving 

be exceeded only by our thanks-living! 
Giving thanks for each of you!! 

Pastor Kevin  
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P RAYERs and THANK YOUs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets 
More than 40 families were shown the caring of Davison United 
Methodist Church.  This helps us to remember that there 
continues to be need in our own community. 
 
We look forward to continued support surrounding our 
Christmas baskets and Adopt-a-Family programs.  
 
Beth Powell, Laurie Walker and Cathy Paige 

 

  

The Sunday School & Youth pop bottle return slips 

collection totaled $22.30 for November.    

 

Thank you for your continued assistance in supporting 

Abia in Africa!  

 

 

Ms. Patty and Ms. Cindy & Sunday school kids 
 

From Helen Bruce: 

I want to thank everybody but I can’t write thank you 

notes.  

 

I had a wonderful time celebrating my birthday on Sunday 

October 25, and thank you so much – for everybody who 

sent cards…. 

 

            Love to you,   

                        Helen 
 

The Mens Club wishes to 

thank all those who helped 

with our recent Pastie bake. 

 

This allow UMM to do some 

our good work within our 

church family. 
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Family Promise Update 

 

Yikes!  We had all our 2016 hosting dates printed up and we gave them out on “Save the 

Date” cards and then two new churches joined the Family Promise network as host churches and 

it changed our hosting dates!  The new schedule is posted on the Information Station and there 

are new “Save the Date” cards available as well.  Our first hosting week stayed the same, the 

changes come later in the year.  The new changes are as follows: 

 

2016 Hosting Dates 

January 17-24 

May 1-8 

July 31-August 7 

October 30 – November 6 

 

Another item coming up on the Family Promise horizon is the Winter Gala and Silent Auction.  

This is a big event for FPGC, one of only two fund-raising events the network does each year.   

Information is available on the bulletin board about sponsoring a table at the event, or purchasing 

individual tickets.   

 

We are asking that any artists, craftsman, stitchery experts, etc. in our congregation consider 

donating an item or basket for the silent auction.  We try to have a wide variety of items 

available and this is a popular part of the night.  The items do need to be new.  If you would like 

to donate, please contact either Karen Vobach, Diana Snider, or Susan Pollard.  Thank you in 

advance for considering a donation. 

 

Please keep our families and the network in prayer as we enter into this blessed season.  It is 

difficult to even imagine what it feels like to be without a home on a regular old Tuesday, let 

alone how hard it must be during Christmas. 

 

Blessings to you and your family, 

Ellen and Susan 

. 
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PARISH NURSE MESSENGER ARTICLE DECEMBER 2015 
 

 

Christmas decorations often include candles, to provide a soft glow to heighten the season, and 

Christmas trees with their sparkling lights. This most wonderful time of the year can also be the 

most hazardous in your home with many fires caused by Christmas tree and holiday lights. Here 

are some candle safety tips: 

1. Never leave a candle unattended – even just to leave the room for a moment. 

2. Make sure candles are safely secured in their holders. Tall tapers can be difficult to 

stabilize. Choose instead shorter and wider candles that sit securely in their holders.  

3. Candle holder material should not be flammable, do not use wood, cardboard or paper 

plates. Choose instead heavy glass, ceramic, tin or metal holders. 

4. Protect the table or counter surfaces from heat underneath the candle. 

5. Avoid placing the candle close to flammable material such as curtains or drapes, which 

could come in contact with the flames if there was a breeze or they were knocked over.  

6. Never place a lit candle on a shelf or middle of a bookcase. Heat from the flame can 

burn into overhead shelving. 

7. Use extreme caution when young children are present. Be sure to put the lit candles,                 

matches or lighters well out of reach of children. 

8. Carefully monitor and restrict pet access to the area, a wagging tail could easily upset a 

lit candle on a low table. 

9. Always monitor the base where a candle has burned down. Keep wax from falling on the 

surface where a candle is placed. 

10.  Avoid using scented candles if anyone in the home or visiting has asthma or is allergic to 

scents. Choose unscented candles (not always totally scent-free).  100% pure beeswax 

unscented candles are your best bet. 

11.  Never use lighted candles on a tree or near any evergreens as evergreens are highly        

inflammable. 

12.  There are flameless candles available to place in a candle holder or on top of the 

candles that flicker and look like real candles. 

13. Make sure your smoke alarms are in good operating order.    

Following these tips can make for a safer holiday season while enjoying the beautiful glow of 

candlelight. 

 

Enjoy this holiday season always remembering the real reason for this celebration, the birth of 

our Lord and Savior. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

                                     Margaret E. Diener RN FCN  Parish Nurse 
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Christian Education Highlights  
 
Join us, Ralph and Patty Woodside at our home on Friday evening at 6:30 pm as 
we journey together through UNDER WRAPS Advent Study. The study begins 
November 27, and will meet December 4, 11, and the 18th at 2105 Antrim Dr.  

 
The season of Advent, the four Sundays leading up to Christmas Day-is a special 
time for believers. It challenges us to pause and remember the hope we have 
during a stressful season that all too often emphasizes greed and money.  
Advent study theme of Under Wraps reflects how the character of God, 
communicated through the Old Testament, is revealed completely and 
perfectly in Jesus.  
 
 

 
Parade Day, December 5, at 11:00 am come in and get 
warm, enjoy a candy cane and cup of cocoa with us! The 
facility will be open for your comfort before, during, and 
after the parade. JOIN US! 
 

 
 

 
Come to Bethlehem and See 
 
The Christmas Pageant rehearsal is Saturday, December 5 at 1:00-2:00 pm we will 
enjoy time with Sunday school students as they practice their lines, have costume 
fittings and prepare for Sunday Performance. Please remember your instrument if you 
will be performing to practice with Ms. Susan McMartin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 6th, at 5:00 pm we invite the congregation to attend the Christmas 
Pageant COME TO BETHLEHEM AND SEE. Immediately following the performance 
join us in Fellowship Hall for pizza, and Jesus Birthday Cake! 
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United Methodist Women 
December 2015 

2015 has been a busy year for Davison’s UMW, and loads of fun! We have been 

meeting new challenges and identifying more needs in or own community and 

around the world. As a team, we are growing in size and effectiveness.  Thank 

you all, dear Circle Sisters, for a great year! 

        Pat and Marsha      

JOT THESE IN YOUR PLANNERS:                                                                                           

December 1st … Lydia/Ruth Circle Christmas Pot Luck  1:00 PM in Fellowship Hall   

December 3rd … Naomi Circle Christmas                                                                   

December 5th … set up for Mini Christmas Bazaar                                           

December 6th … Mini Christmas Bazaar 9:00 AM-2:00 PM                                          

December 6th… Women at the Well between 1st and second service@ 10:00AM                                   

December 8th … Priscilla Circle Christmas in the AM                                                      

December 8th … Unit/Memorial/Installation of Officers Pot Luck @ Noon…       

Hostesses: Chairpersons        NO EXECUTIVE meeting                                                        

December 9th… Book Club at 6:00PM in Library. Currently reading “Wild” 

Activities announced and sign- up sheets available at Circle meetings, and, posted 

on UMW Board in the hallway by the parlor. 

Ingathering gift for December 8th Unit/Memorial/Installation                                     

Priscilla: women’s underwear                Naomi: boy and girl’s underwear                                                                               

Lydia: men’s shorts or briefs                  Ruth: men and women’s white socks      

Book Circle and Women at the Well: children’s white socks 

 

May your Christmas be Merry and your New Year Blessed                                          

With all the things you Treasure Best! 



Trustees Report – November 2015 

The Trustees are moving ahead with the next phase of Fellowship Hall remodeling.   

Starting in the first week of December will be a rearrangement and 

remodeling in the north end including the kitchen, storage area, and 

Havens Chapel.  All activities scheduled in Fellowship Hall will continue 

during this period, and inconveniences will be held to a minimum. 

The chapel and kitchen area will receive a new heating and air-

conditioning system, and the kitchen will have a new ceiling installed 

to help with both cooling and cleanliness.   

 

The current janitors closet will be relocated (labeled Utility in the 

diagram) to accommodate the addition of a new unisex restroom.  

The barrier free restroom will provide facilities close to Fellowship 

Hall activity, an advantage for families with children and also seniors. 

The “upstairs” storage area will be re-created, with improved access.  

Havens Chapel will receive a facelift and a new floor surface.   In early 

fall, a pad and enclosure for a dumpster were added to the northeast 

corning of our parking lot; the dumpster will allow more efficient waste removal from our 

building.   

 

In addition to this work, seven new exterior doors will also be installed to provide increased 

safety and security.  These changes will correct deficiencies we currently have in regards to fire 

egress. 

The year 2015 has been full of projects -- from the top of the roof (replacement), to the bottom 

of the foundation (tree roots in the storm drains).  The Trustees and Finance committees are 

working closely together to continue the needed improvements in our beautiful facility.  We 

cannot do this work without the generous financial support that has been shown. 

  

Ralph Woodside 

Chairman  
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December Birthdays 
 

  1 – Craig Hinshaw 
  1 – Clifford Stevens 
  2 – Maxine Koch 
  4 – Patsy Giesey 
  7 – Amy Powell 
  7 – Doug McCurdy 
  8 – Clifford Irwin 
  9 – Becky Callis 
  9 – Megan Stone 
11 – Marianne Christena 
11 – Debbie Dietch 
11 – Prudy Jacoby 
11 – Jim Stechow 
13 – Marilyn Leach 
14 – Diane Penrose 
16 – Richard Zellers 

18 – Diana Pettengill 
20 – Jessica McCurdy 
24 – Jean Butler 
25 – Stephanie Myott 
26 – Holly Butler 
26 – Rev. Tom Wachterhauser 
27 – Irvin Koch 
28 – Doris Landen 
28 – Alison Seamon Smith 
28 – Dan Garman 
29 – Wesley Ananich 
29 – Miria Mathews 
30 – Pat Gregurick 
30 – David Provost 
31  – Susanne Stevens

 

 
 
UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

Thanks to all those who bought pasties and all the men who helped prepare the tasty 
treats. A little over $1200 was raised to be used for the various ministries supported by 
the men's club. These include the food pantry, adapt a family, camp scholarships, Boy 
Scouts, Africa University , Strength of Service and others. Thanks again for everyone's 
support for our effort. 
 
At the November men's group gathering Jerry Knoodle and Tom Tucker presented a video 
presentation of their summer trip across America on bicycles. The duo fielded several 
questions on their trip and their experience of "road angels" helping them along the way. 
 
Our next meeting will be Wednesday December 2. We meet in the parlor for devotions , a 
short business meeting and fellowship. All are welcome to join us at 6:00 pm in the 
parlor. Call Jerry if any questions. 810-569-8068 
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DECEMBER 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

FH Demo & Reno 

begins first week 

     December 

1 

1-4 Lydia/Ruth               

      Potluck (FH) 

 

5 Prayer Partners 

2        10 Shawls 

8-4 Health Screening 

5:30 Dolce Bells 

6 Unicycles; UMM 

6:30 Choir 

8 Praise 

3    

9:30 Naomi Circle 

 

 

7:30 NA (CRm) 

4 

 

 

6 Unicycles 

6:30 UnderWraps 

Study at Woodsides 

5 

Mini Bazaar set-up 

1 SS Pageant        

        rehearsal 

 

6      Advent 2 

  UMW Mini-Bazaar 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 SS; Rehearsal 

11 Worship 

5 SS Pageant/Party 

7 

10 Group (P) 

 

6:30 Wesley Class 

6-8:30 CubS & BoyS 

8     9 Priscilla Circle 

UMW Unit Potluck  12-

4 (FH) 

5 Prayer Partners 

6:30 Scout Leaders 

7 Finance 

9    

10 Shawls 

5:30 Dolce Bells 

6 Unicycles 

6:30 Choir 

8 Praise 

10 

 

 

 

7:30 NA (CRm) 

 

11 

 

 

6 Unicycles 

6:30 UnderWraps 

Study at Woodsides 

12 

13     Advent 3 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 SS        ADOPT 

11 Worship   GIFTS                       

4:30 Dinner   DUE 

6:00 Choir program 

 14 

10 Group (P) 

 

 5 4th Day Group 

6-8:30 CubS & BoyS 

 

15  

Set-up/Organize 

Adopt a Family Wrap 

5 Prayer Partners 

6:30 Trp Commiss. 

16       Food Bank 

Food Truck delivery 

10 Shawls 

3 Staff 

5:30 Bells; 6 Unicycle 

6:30 Choir 

8 Praise 

17 

Christmas Basket 

   Distributions 

 

 

 

7:30 NA (CRm) 

18 

 

 

6 Unicycles 

6:30 UnderWraps 

Study at Woodsides 

19 

20   Advent 4 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 SS 

11 Worship 

 

6:30 UM Youth 

21 

10 Group (P) 

 

 

6-8:30 CubS & BoyS 

22 

 

 

 

5 Prayer Partners 

6:30 Trustees 

23 

10 Shawls 

5:30 Dolce Bells 

6 Unicycles 

6:30 Choir 

8 Praise 

24 

 

 

7 Christmas Eve 

Service 

7:30 NA (CRm) 

25 

CHRISTMAS 

  

Office closed 

26 

27 

 

11 WORSHIP 

28 

10 Group (P) 

 

 5 4th Day Group 

NO CubS or BoyS 

29 

 

 

 

5 Prayer Partners 

30 31 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

 Office Closed 

 

7:30 NA (CRm) 

  11/18/15 

  Set-up – decorating for Christmas Dinner and FH 

Kitchen use 
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December 2015 Youth Schedule 

(schedule subject to change) 

  

Contact David at 810.280.4919 or Cindy at 810.210.7510 

With Questions or for more info! 

 

12/5, Saturday, 1pm: Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal 

12/5, Saturday, 5pm-8pm: Journey to Bethlehem at DMC(3p-7p), followed by 

dinner/discussion. Cost: $3 and perm slip 

12/6, Sunday, 5:00pm-7:00pm: Christmas Program…pizza and birthday cake following! 

12/13, Sunday, 6:00pm: NO Youth Group...Christmas Musical presented by Sanctuary 

Choir  

12/20, Sunday, 4:00pm-7:30pm: Youth Christmas Party! Bowling, pizza, gift exchange! 

12/27, Sunday: NO youth group…Christmas break and family time! 
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Mission News 
 
Heifer Project Holiday Gift Cards  
Christmas gift cards available from Heifer Project are available at the Information Station. 
Giving to Heifer Project at Christmas time has been a tradition for the past 15 or more years at 
DUMC. 
 
We are moving the campaign to 
spring time, but the holiday 
cards are available now.  If you 
would like to gift someone with a 
holiday card from Heifer Project 
along with a donation put Heifer 
Project on your check made out 
to Davison UM Church so it will 
be accounted for on your 
financial statement and our 
church will get credit for the 
donation.  If you have questions 
see  Mark Williams, Pam Price, 
or Ken Voback. 
 
Heifer Project International and faith communities make a powerful team that creates a way for 
families to weather storms and build foundations for healthy abundant and happy futures. They 
provide families with training, livestock, seeds and other regionally appropriate gifts. These 
families train and gift others through "passing on the gift" creating resilient 
communities.  Everyone becomes a donor and everyone wins.   More information and 
opportunities will be announced in Spring of 2016.  
 
Davison Church is also helping in our own community (Crossroads District) by participating in 
the Flint Water Crisis Response. This will help to provide water filtration devices for folks in the 
district of United Methodist Churches of Flint. 
 
 
 
 

 


